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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Good eveni ng, once agai n.
3 The tinme is now 7:16 p.m on Thursday, February 8th,
4 2024, and this public hearing will now begin.
5 This public hearing is being held by the South
6 Carol i na Departnent of Health and Environnent al
7 Control, also known as DHEC, to accept comments on the
8 proposed Orangeburg Linmestone Quarry at a site | ocated
9 on Addi das Road in O angeburg County, approximtely 3.5
10 m | es sout heast of Eutawille, South Carolina. The
11 purpose of this hearing is to accept coments and
12 supporting informati on on the nine operating perm:t
13 application and draft air pernit for the proposed
14 quarry. This is a formal proceedi ng and DHEC st af f
15 will not be responding to questions or conments.
16 Comrent s nade tonight are being recorded and will be
17 included in a witten transcript prepared by the
18 certified court reporter seated to ny left. The
19 transcript will serve as the official record of this
20 public hearing and will be posted on our webpage when
21 avail abl e.
22 Again, ny nane is Donna Mdye, and | will serve as
23 your hearing officer tonight. Thank you for taking the
24 time to be here for this inportant step in DHEC s
25 permitting processes. | would also |ike to wel cone and
803.749.8100
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1 thank the mining representatives, |ocal government
2 of ficials and nenbers of any |egislative del egati on who
3 may be in attendance toni ght to hear your comrents.
4 | mentioned our webpage a noment ago. DHEC has
5 created this webpage for online access to information
6 about the proposed quarry. That webpage address is
7 www. scdhec. gov/ Orangebur gLi nestoneQuarry. And that web
8 address is on the handout that you received when you
9 came in. | encourage you to visit this webpage for
10 additional information and future updates.
11 Before | go over how we will proceed there are a
12 couple of itenms that | would Iike to address:
13 First, I would that you pl ease silence your
14 cell phones or other electronic devices so that
15 others are not disturbed during this hearing.
16 Next, if you have not al ready done so,
17 encourage each of you to sign the attendance sheet
18 | ocated at the sign-in table so that we have a
19 conpl ete record of everyone here tonight. W have
20 asked for your mailing or email address on the
21 sigh-in sheet so that we know how to notify you of
22 future information regardi ng the proposed quarry.
23 Finally, you should ve received an agenda
24 when you signed in. The agenda shows the steps of
25 this hearing and includes nailing information if
803.749.8100
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1 you would like to submit witten conments after
2 t oni ght .
3 The permitting process at DHEC begi ns when an
4 application is received for one or nore environmental
5 permits. During this process, an applicant nust show
6 that its proposed operation can conply with all
7 applicable state and federal regul ations. These
8 regul ati ons have been witten to ensure that human
9 health and the environment are protected. 1In addition
10 to reviewing the application, DHEC s role is to wite,
11 and if issued, enforce permts that neet the
12 requi rements of the regul ations.
13 You al so have a role in DHEC s permitting process.
14 That’s what brings us here tonight -- to receive your
15 comments, formally, for the record. Although final
16 pernmit decisions cannot be made based on a vote or how
17 many peopl e say the same thing, your comrents are
18 i nportant and may provi de DHEC staff with additional
19 things to consider before final decisions are nmade.
20 Coments and concerns given here tonight, as well as
21 those submitted in witing by the end of the public
22 comment period, are wel coned and encour aged.
23 Presentati ons on the proposed quarry and DHEC s
24 permitting processes were provided by Jereny Eddy of
25 DHEC s M ning and Recl amati on Section and Mareesa
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1 Singleton of DHEC s Air Pernmitting Division during the
2 public nmeeting held at 6:00 p.m These presentations
3 wi Il be made avail abl e on our webpage before the end of
4 t he public conment period.

5 VW will now nove onto the order in which we wll

6 proceed with this hearing. Brief statenents about the

7 proposed quarry will be read for the record by Jereny

8 Eddy and Mareesa Singl eton.

9 I will then begin the public coment portion of

10 t he evening by randonmly calling on those of you who

11 i ndicated on the sign-in sheet that you would like to

12 nmake a comment. |If you have decided that you no | onger

13 wi sh to make a comrent when you are called on, you may

14 decline at that tine.

15 Finally, I will give anyone who has not had a

16 chance to speak the opportunity to rmake their coments.

17 After all coments have been heard, | wll make

18 closing remarks and this public hearing will be

19 adj our ned.

20 For everyone to have a fair and equal opportunity

21 to participate tonight, and to ensure that we proceed

22 inatinmely and effective manner, the follow ng four

23 gui del i nes have been establi shed:

24 First: There will be no questions or answers

25 during or after any presentation or coment.
803.749.8100
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1 Second: Your comments should not go over
2 three minutes per individual, or five mnutes for
3 el ected officials and those speaki ng on behal f of
4 an organi zed group. | will gently rem nd you if
5 you do not conclude your comments at that tine.
6 If you are not able to present your comrents
7 within the allotted tine, please renenber that you
8 may submit themto DHEC in witing by the close of
9 t he public conment period.
10 Third: Please be respectful towards anyone
11 speaki ng here tonight and follow the tine linit
12 that has been set. You each have a uni que and
13 val ued perspective. No one conmment is considered
14 nore inportant than another.
15 And fourth: Please do not interrupt or ask
16 ot her participants to respond to your comrents.
17 Shoul d any comments or actions begin to nove away
18 fromthe intent of this hearing, | may ask the
19 speaker to limt their statements and be seated.
20 I will now call on Jereny Eddy to read a brief
21 statenent about the m ne operating pernit application.
22 Jereny?
23 MR, EDDY: The Departnent of Health and
24 Envi ronnmental Control received an application from
25 Vul can Construction Materials, L.L.C. requesting to
803.749.8100
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1 mne limestone in Orangeburg County on Septenber 25th,
2 2023. The applicant is requesting a total of 693.2
3 acres to be included in the mne pernmit with 451.9
4 acres being described as affected, 161.6 acres as
5 buffer, and 79.7 acres as future reserves.
6 Additionally, the applicant is requesting to process
7 materials on-site and to blast under this permt.
8 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Thank you, Jereny. | wll
9 now call on Mareesa Singleton to read a brief statenent
10 about the draft air permt. Mareesa?
11 M5. SINGLETON:  Vul can Construction Material s,
12 L.L.C, Orangeburg Quarry has applied to the Departnent
13 for an air construction pernmit to install and operate a
14 new aggregate m ne and processing pl ant.
15 The draft permit and draft statenment of basis have
16 been witten outlining this proposed project and
17 applicable regulations. This permt will enable the
18 facility to construct and operate in conpliance with
19 the state and federal air quality regulations.
20 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Thank you, Mareesa.
21 As we transition into the comment portion of this
22 public hearing, | would like to reiterate that DHEC
23 staff are here to listen to your conments. Answers or
24 responses to questions will not be provided tonight.
25 Al'l coments nade during this hearing are being
803.749.8100
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1 recorded. And if we can ask you to please step up here
2 tothe -- right in front of this table to give your
3 comments, that will help the court reporter since we
4 don’t have a microphone. Please remenber if you're
5 unabl e to conpl ete your comments within the three-
6 mnute allotted tine, you may submt themin witing
7 t hrough the end of the public conment period on Friday,
8 February 23rd, 2024.
9 We will now hear fromthose of you who indicated
10 on the sign-in sheet that you would |like to make a
11 comment. You will be called upon in random order.
12 Pl ease clearly state and spell your nanme for the court
13 reporter before you begin speaking.
14 The first | have is CGeneva Lee. And there is an
15 al nost invisible chord right here hangi ng between these
16 two tables, so Ms. Lee, if you could stand right there.
17 Ms. G LEE: Ckay. Good evening. M concern
18 about the new Vul can establishnment is that for years we
19 have been having problem |’ve been having problem
20 with water. You cannot wash white clothes, you cannot
21 dri nk, and sonetime cooking. You have to buy bottled
22 wat er and you have to buy chemicals to clean your
23 bat htub. | have -- the floors have dropped, the bl ocks
24 have cracks in it, w ndows cracked, doors have changed
25 their dinension and everything. So, ny concern is, two
803.749.8100
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1 gquarry is going to really put us in a sink hole.
2 THE COURT REPORTER: Ms. Lee, can you spell your
3 name for ne?
4 M5. G LEEE GENE-V-A
5 THE COURT REPORTER. (Okay. And it’'s Lee, L-E-E?
6 M5. G LEE: Unh-huh (affirmative).
7 THE COURT REPORTER: Okay. Thank you.
8 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Lee. Next,
9 | have Harry Gadson.
10 MR UNKNOMN: | think he left.
11 [ I naudi bl e. ]
12 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: | can cone back to him
13 Next, | have Elliott Botzis. M. Botzis, if you would
14 make sure to spell your nane for the court reporter.
15 MR BOTzZlIS: It's E-L-L-1-O-T-T, last nane is B-O
16 T-Z-1-S, and |’ m speaki ng on behal f of Wul can
17 Materials. Good evening, nmy name is Elliott Botzis;
18 I"mthe Vice-President and General Manager of Wul can
19 Materials in South Carolina. |’ve been with the
20 conpany for over 23 years and |'mresponsible for the
21 18 operations we have in South Carolina. You know,
22 t hank you, DHEC, and thank you for choosing to be here
23 tonight. And we appreciate the opportunity to show our
24 project, but also, we did have a neeting in Decenber to
25 address questions and concerns and had people cone to
803.749.8100

www.souther nrepor ting.net



Public Hearing Page 11
Orangeburg Limestone Quarry 2/8/2024
1 that neeting. But if y all would Ilike for us to cone
2 nmeet with y'all individually, 1'Il be here after this
3 neeting and get your contact information and we can set
4 up a neeting. You know, Vulcan is the |argest
5 construction aggregates conpany in the country, and I'm
6 not saying that to inpress you, |I'’mjust saying that
7 because we have a successful track record. W have a
8 successful track record in South Carolina, and we have
9 a successful track record in 22 states throughout this
10 country. You know, and we're not located in a -- you
11 know, when we go into a new facility in a new
12 community, we're not conming there to just locate a
13 facility, we get involved with the conmunity and
14 partner with the comunity, and we | ook forward to
15 doing that here. And again, |I'll be here after this
16 nmeeting. Wuld love to neet with you individually to
17 di scuss our project. And thank you again.
18 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Thank you, M. Botzis. |
19 hope it’s easier for y'all to get out of these chairs
20 than it is for me. Age is starting to show. Next, |
21 have Roger Adkins. M. Adkins, if you d just state and
22 spel |l your nane for the court reporter.
23 MR ADKINS: Okay. Roger, R OGE-R Adkins, A-D
24 K-1-N-S.  I’"’mon Town Council with Eutawille. And ny
25 concern is the traffic, which is probably a DOT
803.749.8100
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1 guestion. But there’s only four directions fromthe
2 guarry: north, south, east, and west. |[If you' re going
3 anywher e besi des east, you' re com ng through
4 Eutawille. Now, this intersection just beyond the
5 next building or so here, we have a guy that drives
6 truck -- oh, | don't see himat the nonent. Yeah,
7 there he is right there. He can tell you how hard it
8 is to get out of that intersection with one truck.
9 Wien you got a string of trucks, it’s going to be a
10 pr obl em because there’s no way to get out without
11 swinging into the oncomng traffic from whi chever
12 direction. That’'s just something that not sure if
13 anybody had gi ven any thought, but that’s going to be a
14 big problemfor the Town of Eutawille. 1t’'d be
15 something to | ook into.
16 MR BOTZIS: kay.
17 MR, ADKINS: There’'s hardly any other direction
18 around town.
19 MR. BOTZI'S: Uh-huh (affirmative).
20 MR. ADKINS: So, thank you for your tine.
21 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Thank you, M. Adki ns.
22 Next, | have Ronal d Bradshaw. Ronald Bradshaw?
23 MS. UNKNOMN:  Think he left.
24 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Did M. Bradshaw | eave?
25 MS. UNKNOMWN: He was sitting over there, | think.
803.749.8100

www.souther nrepor ting.net



Public Hearing Page 13
Orangeburg Limestone Quarry 2/8/2024
1 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Ckay. We'Ill cone back to
2 himin just a mnute as well. Joe Cenons?
3 MR, CLEMONS: Yeah.
4 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Cone on up, M. d enons.
5 MR CLEMONS: Al right.
6 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Pl ease nake sure you spell
7 your nane for the court reporter --
8 MR, CLEMONS: Ckay.
9 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: -- pl ease.
10 MR. CLEMONS: Al right. Joe Oemons, CL-EEMO
11 NS. | guess you got the Joe part.
12 THE COURT REPORTER: Yes, sir.
13 MR, CLEMONS: Well, | got here late so | probably
14 m ssed all the breakdown and the |layout and all the
15 things that really need to be understood to have an
16 intelligent comrent. But since |l don't, | can nmake a
17 comrent. But ny concern is that, |like the young | ady
18 was saying earlier, is that we been endured problem and
19 situations in this -- in our community fromthe first
20 rock plant. And the benefits of having themthere
21 doesn’t over -- doesn't conpensate for the problemthat
22 it creates. And then, sure, you mght hire sone people
23 inthe -- fromthe conmunity, but they come with no
24 per manent guarantee. And then you’ ve been finished
25 with themfor a little bit, you get rid of them Like
803.749.8100
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1 now, they bringing all, everybody from everywhere, and
2 the local people can't even get a job and all we got to
3 do -- all we doing is enduring the repercussions of al
4 the problemit creates: the water, the land. | got
5 cracks all in ny house and everything. People have
6 gotten killed on that -- on the road because all that -
7 - all that residue that cones fromthe rock plants gets
8 on your car, headlights and different things, and you
9 can’t see the road as good as you need to, especially,
10 in the nighttinme. And also, you always got to wash
11 your car and stuff. And | don’t know exactly where the
12 location is going to be or how close that going to be
13 to where we are, but -- and just |ike the other the guy
14 tal king about, talk traffic part. | think we don’t
15 need this in our conmunity, and I wish y all would find
16 anot her place to go.
17 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Thank you, M. C enons.
18 That sounded very thought out, so. Al right, we're
19 going to cone back to Harry Gadson. Did M. Gadson
20 come back in? O Ronald Bradshaw?
21 So, that’s everybody that has indicated on the
22 sign-in sheet that they definitely wanted to speak
23 Has anyone el se decided that they would like to make a
24 conment now even though you didn't sign up to nmake one?
25 Yes, na'am conme on up. Just nmake sure you state and
803.749.8100

www.souther nrepor ting.net



(F;L:grige%ﬁ%ﬁmeﬂoneQuarry zljsa/%%%i
1 spell your nanme for the court reporter.
2 M5. N LEEE M nanme is Neoma, NE-OMI-A Lee.
3 Ckay. As |'ve said earlier, it has been repeated over
4 and over again of what is going on in our area, the --
5 [ naudi bl e] -- studies being done, and they -- they've
6 done everything above the water, the hone, and | have
7 my concern. Concern going forward is that the gadget
8 that is used to nmeasure the blasting becones under your
9 requirement, so it doesn’'t natter what it does to our
10 hone. And if that is not going to change and we under
11 the same situation, then we going to continue to have
12 nore damage, and then you're not going to hear what we
13 have to say because it doesn’t nmeet your guideline.
14 And we have -- we do have -- you know, we do have
15 damage, so | -- I'mjust here to say that since all of
16 this is, you know, is happening and still going on, as
17 a community | think we would |li ke to be heard,
18 consi dered. And you know, a lot of times people think
19 of conpensating, you know, “Wat is ny conpensation?”
20 | live there. This is ny hone. | don't want to go
21 anywhere. |’'m not asking anybody for anything. | just
22 need ny hone safe, you know, for ny famly. That's al
23 -- that’s what | need. | need to be safe. Just like
24 you safe in your home, | need to be safe in mne. And
25 | don't see that happening if these guideline doesn’t
803.749.8100
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1 match up, | nean, if we can’t nmeet the qualification to
2 be helped. And that is sad. That is sad. So, you
3 come in our conmunity, and there's nothing that we can
4 do about it, and not only that, we're not even being
5 heard -- well, yeah, you hear me. You hear us. But
6 then you go hone and then the plant conme in, you know.
7 If your decision for comng -- nmy own honest opinion,
8 t hi nk the deci sion, you know, you have to go through
9 regul ation to do sonething. You know, you' re going to
10 sell property, you have to post it in the newspaper.
11 W’'re here for all of that tonight. W realize that.
12 But the bottomline is, what happened to the people in
13 the community? Thank you
14 HEARI NG OFFI CER MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Lee. And
15 it's good to see you again by the way. |Is there anyone
16 el se who has decided that they would like to make a
17 comrent at this tinme? Anyone who spoke during the
18 meeting who would like to -- don't let the court
19 reporter scare you. She's just going to make sure al
20 of this is put together in a witten report so that
21 y'all have access to it, we'll have access to it. Want
22 to nake sure that we get everybody’'s conments in one
23 pl ace who's here tonight, so nowis your opportunity to
24 do that. Want to nmake sure that you cone forward
25 [Cell phone rings.] 1s sonebody calling in to comment?
803.749.8100
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1 Well, looks like |I've called on everyone then who
2 wi shed to make a comrent tonight. Since there are no
3 ot her attendees who would like to speak the conment
4 portion of tonight's public hearing is concl uded.
5 On behal f of DHEC, | would again |like to thank
6 everything for comng here tonight and giving a
7 comrent. Please note once again that witten comments
8 may be submitted to through Friday, February 23rd,
9 2024. Al witten coments received on or before this
10 date will be considered in DHEC s deci si on- naki ng
11 pr ocesses.
12 If you have questions about submitting witten
13 comments after tonight, please see a DHEC staff nenber
14 bef ore you | eave.
15 And it is inportant to note that DHEC s fi nal
16 deci sions on the mne operating permt application and
17 the draft air pernit are two separate decisions. Each
18 decision will be nmade after the public comrent period
19 ends, as follows:
20 For the draft air permt: DHEC s Bureau of Air
21 Quality will review and consider all comrents received
22 and may request additional information fromthe
23 applicant if necessary. A decision will then be made
24 to approve, disapprove, or nodify the draft air permt.
25 For the m ne operating pernmit application, DHEC s
803.749.8100
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1 Bureau of Land and Waste Managerment will review and
2 consider all comments received and nay request
3 additional information fromthe applicant if necessary.
4 A decision will then be nade to approve or deny the
5 mne permt application and a nmine operating permt.
6 These final decisions will be made concurrently.
7 Once they are nade, DHEC will provide sumary responses
8 to all conmments received. The permt decisions and
9 summary of responses will be provided to everyone who
10 signed in here tonight, as well as those who subnmitted
11 written comments during the public comment period. The
12 final permt decisions and summary responses will also
13 be posted on our webpage.
14 You have the right to request a final review of
15 any permt decision made by DHEC. The final review
16 request nust be submtted in witing to DHEC s O erk of
17 the Board, along with a filing fee in the amount of
18 $100 within 15 days after notice of DHEC s perm t
19 deci sion has been nmailed. Please note that the appeal
20 process will change effective July 1st, 2024. Should
21 the pernmit decisions be nade after this date,
22 i nformati on on the new appeal process will be provided
23 on our webpage.
24 You will receive notification of DHEC s permit
25 deci sions by standard U S. Miil or by email. If you
803.749.8100
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1 wish to be notified of DHEC s final decisions by
2 certified nmail instead, please nake your request in
3 writing no |ater than February 23rd.
4 I f you have questions or if you're interested in
5 di scussing specific aspects of the proposed Orangeburg
6 Li mestone Quarry, please reach out to any of our staff
7 menbers you see listed on this slide. W wll be happy
8 to begin or continue a conversation with you.
9 Finally, you should' ve received a survey form when
10 you signed in. W are interested in know ng your
11 t hought s and suggesti ons about what you liked or didn't
12 i ke about tonight’'s neeting and hearing. W can
13 al ways i nprove and so we al so always | ook for those
14 suggestions. We want to nake sure that we are | ooking
15 -- continue to look at the ways that we conmmuni cate and
16 share information with you. And so that’s the --
17 [inaudi bl e] -- of the survey. Please take a nonment to
18 compl ete the survey and you can leave it right in here
19 in this box before you | eave.
20 So, on behal f of DHEC, thank you again for your
21 attendance and comments. The time is now 7:40 p.m and
22 this public hearing has adjourned. Goodnight.
23 WHEREUPQON, AT 7:40 P.M, THE PUBLI C HEARI NG CF THE
24 ABOVE- ENTI TLED MATTER WAS CONCLUDED. )
25
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1 (*This transcript may contain quoted materi al
2 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted by the

3 speaker.)
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SQUTH CAROLI NA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
EVI RONVENTAL CONTRCL
STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA
COUNTY OF ORANGEBURG

IN RE:  ORANGEBURG LI MESTONE
QUARRY NOTI FI CATI ON

TRANSCRI PT

OF

PUBLI C HEARI NG

e N N N N N N N N N N

Be it known that | took the foregoing public
hearing; and for the State of South-Carolina-at-I|arge;

The foregoing transcription represents a true,
accurate and conplete transcription of the testinony so
given at the tinme and place aforesaid to the best of ny
skill and ability;

That | amnot related to nor an enpl oyee of any of
the parties hereto, nor a relative or enpl oyee of any
attorney or counsel enployed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcone of this action.

Wtness ny hand and seal this 20th day of
February, 2024.

e

Suesan L. Richardson, Notary Public for SC
Notary in and for the State of South Carolina
My Conmmi ssion Expires: August 24, 2027
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